T/Je prsf eld C'ommon Su?rounded by pleayzng 18th .

: zmd 19th centmy buildings, is a lovely example of a -
tmdztzomzl New Englﬂnd green
- A stone commeénmorates the three Ty psﬁeld women

_execyted durmg the Salem T/Vztcbmzﬁ‘ nyterza -

Tbe Common served asa tmznmg graund for tbe
mzlztza and it was from tbere that t/ae Ep&ﬁeld
mzlztm mzzrcbed tozwzrd: Lexzng'ton t0 take part n tbe

' momentom events oprrzl 1775.

ﬂ The Topsfield Historical Society < was, ﬁmnded in1894 .

to collect, preserve and study materials relzztmg irg t/ae
ertwy of the town, to encoumge the xtudy of mztuml
'bzrtwy, 0.pr eserve and mam.tam the Capen Howe and

o -othér mw'tures zzcguzred by the Soczety, and to publz:b :

selected /Jzytormz[ mﬁ)rmatzon
F07 mformatzon on membersbzp mll
. 508. 88 7 3998

Dzrectzons

Intermzte 95 "Exit 50 to Route 1 Nort/: Proceed about -
3.5 miiles to tbe traffic lngt at Hng Street (Route 97),
zmd turn left. Proceed about .5 miles.to tbe Topsfreld .~ - -
‘_ Commozz “The Capen House site is mar/zed bya sign on =
. Route 97 and i s to the rngt zzd]zzcent t0 t/ye Common =

: printed on recyc[éd pdge'r‘ :

Captain Joseph Gould Barn

Properties of the Topsfield
Historical Society
One Howlett Street
Topsfield, Massachusetts

Open mid-June to mid-Septeniber
on Wednesday. Friday and Sunday from
1:00 PM. to 4:30 PM .

1ea served by the
Priscilla Capen Herd Society on
1 [’(//1((\‘1/1/_';'. 2:00 to 4:00 P,

Adnission: Donation R eqitested
Children admitted free

For More Infornmation call

New Phone # 978 887 3998
www.topsfieldhistory.org




| "T-he Parson’ Capen House

The Parson Capen House, built in the s&mmer of ~
1683, for the Reverend ]oseph Capen is beaunfully
51tuated ona knoll ad)acent to the historic Topsﬁeld

Common The house has long been considered one of
~the finest standing ‘examples of post—medleval :
domestic architecture in America. Parson Capen a5
. young Harvard graduate from Dorchester, was called
- to, the ministry at Topsfield in 1682. Shortly thereaf-
ter, he married Erisciﬂg Appleton, aaughtér_of one of

the wealthiest and mest prominent citizens of nearby :

" Ipswich. The house was built, possibly with funds
- from Priscilla’s dowry, on a 12 acre parcel of land
gfanted to the Pﬁrsqn by the town. He sefved his = -

congregation for forty years, including the - period of

the Salem Witcheraft Delusmn in which Topsﬁeld -
was actively involved. He died in 1725 and is buried in
nearby Pine Grove Cemetery along_51de his wife. The
house Was'aqduiréd by the Historical Society.jl{i 1913,

and is designated a National Historic Landmark. Itis - .

included as a site on the Essex National Heritage Area

“Early Settlement Trail”.

Disabled visitors-to the house can be acconmodated by

calling 508.887.3998 in advance of the visit.

Cé'pt;ain J Ovseph Gould Ba'rri

The Captaln Joseph Gould Barn whxch now stands
‘adjacent to the Capen house was constzucted-in-
,.Topsﬁeld sometime around 1710, on a site r_oughly a
mile from its present location. It is one of perhaps -
a half-dozen known first period New England Barns,
and is a rare survivor reflecting the agrarian roots of -
"New England’s original settlers. The barn, which is
. called by historiaﬁs 2 “side-door English” type,
cornprlses four bays constructed of heavy, hewn

timbers ]omed by a varlety of mortise and tenon’

" joints. The large door on the facade enabled a loaded

- grain wagon to deliver its'contents to the threshing -
floor. The barn was given to the society in 1983, with
a view towards its preservation. After careful study, it
- was dismantled, and-in 1995, after consérvation,_

" was moved to, and re-erected on its present site.

In 'c'ohjuricti’on with the .Capen house, the barn

.makes an’ important contribution to the

" understanding and in_terprétatioﬁ of early life in the

. Massachusetts Bay Colony.

The bmw is bﬂndzmpped zlccemble

Py Fo7 inforniation on renting the barn for private ﬁmctzom

call 508.887.9724.



